The Case of Il)\lo.dnigh‘b lystery- Solve£ RUC, as the FEL says 3/28/95
Solution: It was the & eathen Chinee
Baxkgrounds My wife, as those with aga_ng bones are more :mclined to do, responded
to a mail solicitation by ordering a to:.let-bowl brush. In repponse she received g letter
telling hey it was back—ordered. Then she got a letter inform:.ng her tha’c the wristwatch ‘
she ordered would soon. be/bnt her. She wrote to offer the opinion that a wristwatch does
not seem to be an appropr:.ate means of cleaning a toiletbowL To that she received no ack—
nowledgement,

But J.t happens that a medication pregcra.bed for my aging skin the problems from
which are compl:s.cated by the coumadin on which + have lJ.ved for two decades has an
adverse effect on plastic watchbandS Coumadin, for those who do not k:now, is warfann.
And warfarin, quite literlly, is rat poisone

The facts of the case. For a weck or go I have heard strange no:.ses sound:mg some-
what like a rooster crow:.ng at mldnight. Roosten’/do not crow and m:.dnlght and there are
no knovn living roosters hereabouts. The nwstery was compounded by my hearing these noises
W‘:x.thout ny hea.r:_ng a:Lds. Hithout them I hear :Little, cannot perceive what ny wife is
sayjng when she says :.t r:.ght at my faceoThis sound was repeated two dozen times before
stopping.

When I told my wife yesterday that it had happened again the past midnlght, she sug-

gested that T involve the telephone company e It was fascinated and said a techn:l.cican
would be here to investigate between 1:30 and 5.30 Polle toflaye That not being glose to
midnight I asked my xﬁfe s Who is usually'awake then, to Wake/éue litéle before midnight
11; I were not awake., She dide I got my m:.m.cassette recorder at sat where I usually s:Lt,
near the suspected cui)pr:.t, _the Caller ID attached to our speakerphone.

With the stroke of midnlght it happened again-with my wife looking straight at mé,
not at the Caller ID, I was then sitting with my left hand on my lap. Andgt, with my
hearing ads in, the soundg seemed to be coming nqt from that Caller IP but from the area
of my lap! They were in faét coming from thlgc‘rre%%fe‘ tche With the nice, soft band that
has not yet stiffened from the medicatione I tloved the watch %o ny ear and there is no
question about it, that rooster crows 24 times from it each midnight!

It isa talking watche Lt literally tedls the time. In that I not only had no in-
terest, it tells me the time when * put a shirt or a facket on, even when I scratch my
back, n a woman's vo:.ce and to the precise m:mute. The talking time is activated by a
raised bubton on the face. ﬁith my—ae;rangiebly oy acc:.dent.

But the meager information with the watch said nothing about any rooster crowinge

Or how to stop him from violating nature by cdrwing at midnight. And then 24 timese

That mjstecy continues, at least temporarily. W i %‘7— /



My Midnight “ystery- add of 3/27/95 , 2:04 aem.

At midnight, and L 1ooked at the clock, i‘again heard those nolses, again without
either'hearing aid one I counted 24 of theme I think I was lAying avake and wonderiné
whether to try to réturn to sleep when they began but I8m not certain. Lt took me about
a half hour to return to sleep and I then slept only a half hour so I suppose L could
haVe been awake for a short while before the noises began. Rather than that they
awakened ﬁe. They again seemed to come from the direction of the Caller ID,

As I lay there trying to return to sleep I was thinking about thise. I wonder why
I am now aware of these noises when we've had that “aller ID at least two years without
my being aware of those noises hefore * indicated it only recently, I'm pretty sire
that since we've had this gadget IL've been up often at midnight and that I've been lying
awake at midnight without hearing them. From this I wonder why I.was not aware of them
for the two or more years I've had the gadget. and why 14l never heard them for during
that time she certainly has walked past it on her way té the kitchen as in getting a
drink. : ) DS

That T do hear them without the hearing aids also makes me wonder because without
then my hearing is.so pooT's I do not beliewe it is likely that my hearing has suddenyy

become more sensitive fdt the frequenc& of these noises. Their frqquency does not seems

‘tQ be unusual. There are no unusal highs or lows in them.Not that I detecte

There has been no change in the connections of the Caller ID, no change in any -

wiring in the house, no new appliances connected to the electricity.
. % ®
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